Carl R. Darnall

Army Medical Center

Construction begins on new medical center;
infrastructure to be complete by 2012

Public Affairs Office
254-288-8005

Fort Hood, Texas

March 201 |

As part of the $9.4 mil-
lion infrastructure contract
to support the construction
of the new Carl R. Darnall
Army Medical Center
here, approximately five
miles of “duct banks” is
being dug beneath the
grounds of the existing
hospital parking area to
distribute 3,500 tele-
phones lines and fiber op-
tic cables.

This entire infrastruc-
ture project is expected to
be complete in early-2012,
according to Brian Predi-
ger, chief of Facilities
Management for Darnall
Medical Center. The pro-
ject provides connectivity
to the garrison information
management hub and also
to the new stadium under
construction near Clear
Creek.

Also as part of this pro-
ject, anew 1,100 square
foot telephone switching
station facility will be con-
structed near the new
south parking lot of the
current hospital.

“Although it will be a
multi-year process to get
the new hospital com-
pletely constructed, it is
exciting to see pieces of
the project kick off,” Pre-
diger said. “At the end of

Contractors installing conduit as part of the $9.4 million
infrastructure contract to support the construction of the
new medical center. (Corps of Engineers Photo by Kevin
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April, general civil engi-
neering work will begin
on the site of the new hos-
pital. There will be many
back-hoes and bulldozers
visible from the existing
hospital as the contractor
grades the former stadium
site, preparing it for the
actual construction of the
new facility.

“And from that point
on, there will increased
physical construction ac-
tivity as the new hospital
begins to come to frui-
tion,” he added.

The U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers projects that
approximately 1,000
workers will be on site at
the peak of construction,

many from local small
businesses.

At 947,000 square
feet, the new medical cen-
ter will be 60 percent lar-
ger than the current build-

ing and will include a six- |

story hospital tower, three
out-patient specialty clinic
buildings and three park-
ing garages.

It is the largest Depart-
ment of Defense contract
funded by the American
Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act, also known as
the stimulus package.

The new hospital is
expected to be open for
patient care in the summer
of 2015.

EVENING
APPOINTMENTS
Thomas Moore Health Clinic
58th Street & 761 st Tank
Destroyer Blvd.
Appointments from 5—8 p.m.
On Monday, Tuesday, and
Thursday
Call 254-288-8888

WEEKEND WALK-IN CARE
Thomas Moore Health Clinic
58th Street & 761st Tank
Destroyer Blvd.
Saturday & Sunday

From 8—I1 am. and 1—3 p.m.

QUICKCARE
Prompt treatment of minor
injuries and sudden illnesses

Walk-in Care for Families
enrolled to
Bennett Health Clinic, Russell
Collier Health Clinic, and
Thomas Moore Health Clinic
Monday through Friday
From 8 a.m.—5 p.m.
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TRICARE Pharmacy Program

Mail Order Pharmacy is Convenient

Be a Darnall Fan on FaceBook

Clinics opening in
local communities

The Department of Defense
(DoD) provides a world-class phar-
macy benefit through TRICARE to
all eligible uniformed service mem-
bers, retirees, and family members,
including beneficiaries age 65 and
older. The TRICARE Pharmacy Pro-
gram provides outpatient prescrip-
tion drugs to more than 9.6 million
beneficiaries.

Prescription drug coverage is the
same regardless of your beneficiary
category or which health plan option
you are using. The TRICARE Phar-
macy Program is available world-
wide, however there are some limita-
tions to having your prescriptions
filled in some overseas areas.

TRICARE offers four pharmacy
options to fill your prescriptions:
Military Pharmacy; TRICARE Re-
tail Network Pharmacy; TRICARE
Pharmacy Home Delivery; and Non-
network Pharmacy (only recom-
mended if no other option is avail-
able)

TRICARE has partnered with
Express Scripts, Inc. to provide
home delivery and retail network
pharmacy services.

The TRICARE Pharmacy Home
Delivery is your least expensive op-
tion when not using the military
pharmacy and it has several other
advantages. It's safe, convenient and
easy to use even when you're travel-
ing on a temporary assignment or if
you move.

Prescriptions may be mailed to
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any address in the United States and its
territories, including APO/FPO ad-
dresses. Prescriptions cannot be mailed
to private foreign addresses. Refriger-
ated medications cannot be shipped to
APO/FPO addresses.

You may receive up to a 90-day
supply for most medications via home
delivery for minimal out-of-pocket
costs, and the medications will be de-
livered to your home. Once you're reg-
istered, refills may be requested by
mail, phone or online.

We recommend that you use the
home delivery option for prescriptions
you need on a regular basis. If you
need immediate relief from a pain
medication or antibiotic, you should
have your prescription filled at a mili-
tary pharmacy or retail network phar-
macy.

If you're already having prescrip-
tions filled at a TRICARE retail net-
work pharmacy, and you'd like to
switch to home delivery, you can
quickly and easily convert your pre-
scriptions to the home delivery op-
tion in approximately 4-7 minutes
online.

If you have other health insurance
with a prescription benefit, you can’t
refill prescriptions via home delivery
unless:

1. The medication you require is not
covered by your other health plan; or

2. You have reached the dollar limit
coverage of your other plan.

Verification from your other health
insurance is needed, along with your
prescription.

For more information about home
delivery of prescriptions visit:
http://www.tricare.mil/, click on TRI-
CARE Pharmacy Home Delivery.

Family members of active duty Soldiers will
soon have
more conven-
ient access to
healthcare
with the May
2011 opening
of the Harker
Heights and
Copperas
Cove commu-
nity-based
primary care clinics.

The Harker Heights and Copperas Cove
clinics are two of three “medical home” clin-
ics opening in Central Texas. The Killeen
clinic opening is tentatively set for June.

The Harker Heights Medical Home will
be located in the Market Heights shopping
mall on East Highway 190. The “medical
home” concept of providing primary health
care is different from the traditional delivery
of health care in military clinics.

The new concept was inspired from the
ground up by military patients’ ideas and
suggestions about how Army healthcare
should be.

According to Noel Webster, the group
practice manager, “Enrollment is currently
limited to active-duty family members living
in the following zip codes: Temple (76501,
76502, 76503, 76504), Belton (76513),
Killeen (76540, 76541, 76543), Harker
Heights (76548), Nolanville (76559) and
Salado (76571).

Webster assures Darnall’s patients cur-
rently enrolled in clinics on post that they
can choose to remain in their current clinic.

“However, if you prefer to change your
enrollment to the Harker Heights Medical
Home, you can,” Webster said.

He said letters have gone out to patients
in the eligible zip codes explaining how to
request a change in enrollment to the Harker
Heights Medical Home clinic.

“This initiative improves access to pri-
mary care by reducing reliance on emer-
gency rooms at medical treatment or network
facilities for routine health care needs,”

These clinics help to validate The Army
Surgeon General’s commitment ensuring
convenient access to primary care.
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http://www.tricare.mil/mybenefit/home/Prescriptions/FillingPrescriptions/TMOP/ConvertRetailPrescriptions
http://www.tricare.mil/mybenefit/home/Prescriptions/FillingPrescriptions/TMOP/ConvertRetailPrescriptions

